
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Press Release 

 

Nord Stream 2 Begins Public Consultation on 

Draft EIA Report in Russia 

 
> Document based on more than five years of comprehensive research by 

highly-reputable scientific organizations, including the Russian Academy of 

Sciences, St Petersburg State University and State Scientific Research 

Institute for the Freshwater Fishing Industry (GosNIORKh).  

> Nord Stream 2 conducting open dialogue with the public and the expert 

community. 

> Draft report to be discussed in a series of focus groups involving 

environmental experts and representatives of environmental NGOs. 

> Public hearing on draft report to be held 30 days after publication. 

 

 

[St Petersburg, Russia – 4 August 2017] Nord Stream 2 AG, the developer of a 

new natural gas pipeline through the Baltic Sea to supply Russian gas to the key 

EU market, has published a draft environmental impact assessment (EIA) report for 

the project in Russia.  

 

The draft report describes the findings of an assessment of the Nord Stream 2 

project impacts on the atmosphere, water bodies, geological conditions, biotic and 

other environmental elements, as well as on the regional socio-economic 

conditions in the area affected by the project activities. In line with international best 

practice, the report includes an assessment of the cumulative impacts of the project 

and other developments taking place within the same timeframe, within the area of 

influence of the project. As part of the EIA, a set of environmental measures have 

been developed with the aim of minimizing potential impacts and reducing the risk 

of incidents. The environmental monitoring program presented in the report was 

developed taking into account the successful experience of the Nord Stream 

project, which has been in operation for more than five years. 

 

Based on the comprehensive analysis of route options, the Narva Bay route 

through the southern, marginal part of the Kurgalsky reserve in the Kingisepp 

district of the Leningrad region has been defined as the preferred option for the 

Russian landfall due to its lower environmental and social impact. 

 

Gregory Vilchek, Head of the Russia EIA and Permitting Group at Nord Stream 2 

AG, said: “The EIA documentation will bring together more than 5 years of surveys 

that were carried out for the project by leading scientific organizations, including 

institutes from the Russian Academy of Sciences, St Petersburg State University 
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and State Scientific Research Institute for the Freshwater Fishing Industry 

(GosNIORKh). It also incorporates data on the state of the environment from 

environmental organizations, including the intergovernmental Helsinki Commission 

(HELCOM), which protects the marine environment in the Baltic Sea.”  

 

The comprehensive surveys of the proposed route are the most detailed and 

complete ever carried out in this region. They have helped significantly expand the 

base of knowledge about the southern part of the Kurgalsky reserve and the 

adjacent Gulf of Finland. The researchers also identified and examined a control 

reference site with identical habitat conditions to the main corridor, located south of 

the proposed pipeline route. Comparison with the reference site will guarantee the 

reliability and verifiability of the results of the monitoring program during 

construction of the gas pipeline. 

 

The highly detailed offshore surveys also went beyond the requirements of Russian 

legislation. At Estonia’s request, three layers of soil samples were analysed 

separately (0-2 cm, 2-10 cm, 10-30 cm), making it possible to obtain the most 

accurate data for all 45 parameters analysed. Beyond the requirements of 

legislation, aerial surveys of marine mammals were conducted in addition to 

mandatory boat surveys. Furthermore, experts from GosNIORKh conducted 

research to identify spawning grounds of Baltic herring and other fish in Narva Bay. 

 

“The results of the preliminary environmental impact assessment show that, given 

implementation of the planned environmental protection measures, the Nord 

Stream 2 project will not have a significant negative impact on the environment, 

provided that the activities are carried out in accordance with the requirements of 

international and Russian environmental legislation,” concluded the draft EIA 

report’s team of expert authors from FRECOM Ltd., one of the leading independent 

Russian companies working in the field of environmental and industrial safety. 

 

“The set of measures arranged as part of the Nord Stream 2 project are sufficient to 

ensure minimal impact on the natural environment,” said Andrey Pedchenko, 

Director of GosNIORKh.  

 

The draft EIA report has been published on the Nord Stream 2 website and is 

available at public liaison offices in Kingisepp, Bolshoye Kuzyomkino, Kingiseppsky 

and Ust-Luga. It will be available for public review for 60 days. In accordance with 

Russian law, a public hearing on the report will be held 30 days after the date of its 

publication in Kingisepp in the Leningrad region. 

 

Nord Stream 2 AG is committed to open dialogue with the public and the expert 

community. The draft report will be discussed with environmental experts and 

representatives of environmental NGOs in a series of focus group seminars.   

 

Once the public consultation process is complete, Nord Stream 2 AG will prepare a 

final EIA report that will take into account comments from the public for submission 

to the state environmental authorities.  

 

https://www.nord-stream2.com/permitting-russia/information-disclosure/
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About Nord Stream 2 

 
Nord Stream 2 is a planned pipeline through the Baltic Sea, which will transport natural gas over 
1,200 km from the world’s largest gas reserves in Russia via the most efficient route to consumers in 
Europe. Nord Stream 2 will largely follow the route and design of the successful Nord Stream 
Pipeline. With Europe’s domestic gas production projected to halve in the next 20 years, Nord Stream 
2’s twin pipeline system will help Europe to meet its future gas import needs. It has the capacity to 
transport 55 billion cubic metres of gas per year, enough to supply 26 million European households. 
This secure supply of natural gas, with its low CO2 emissions, will also contribute to Europe’s 
objective to have a more climate-friendly energy mix with gas substituting for coal in power generation 
and providing back-up for intermittent renewable sources of energy such as wind and solar power. 
 
Nord Stream 2 builds on the successful experience of construction and operation of the Nord Stream 
gas pipeline (2012 – to present). Already during construction, Nord Stream was recognised as a 
benchmark project in terms of compliance with stringent industrial and environmental safety 
requirements as well as stakeholder engagement. This gas pipeline has become a symbol of mutually 
beneficial international cooperation and a key element of the European energy security. The results of 
annual monitoring show that the environmental impact caused by the construction and operation of 
Nord Stream was minor, local and short term only and, in some cases, considerably lower than 
predicted by the original environmental impact assessments. 
 
The Nord Stream 2 project was initiated by PJSC Gazprom and is supported by a number of leading 
international energy companies Uniper SE and BASF SE/Wintershall Holding GmbH (Germany), 
Royal Dutch Shell plc (the UK and the Netherlands), OMV AG (Austria) and Engie S.A. (France).  
 
www.nord-stream2.com 
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