
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Press Release  

 

Impacts of Nord Stream 2 Construction in 

Swedish Waters were Minor, Local and Short-

term  

  
> Monitoring results of underwater noise impacts to marine mammals 

provides new knowledge on the acoustic soundscape of the Central 

Baltic Sea.  

> Integrity of the Natura 2000 site was not compromised due to 

construction activities. 

 

[Stockholm, Sweden/Zug, Switzerland – 04-Sep-20] The monitoring of 

Nord Stream 2 construction in the Swedish Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 

show that the impacts of construction activities implemented in 2019 only had 

minor, local and short-term impacts to the Baltic Sea. New knowledge was 

obtained on higher frequency noise emanating from vessels moving in the Baltic 

Sea.  

 

The construction activities carried out in the Swedish EEZ during 2019 included 

rock placement and mattress installation prior to pipelay, pipelay of both lines as 

well as post-lay trenching, and rock placement.  

 

The monitoring of potential impacts of these activities focused on underwater 

noise and their potential impacts to marine mammals (specifically to harbour 

porpoises), turbidity in a Natura 2000 area, cultural heritage and ship traffic, 

as defined in the monitoring programme approved by the national authorities.  

 

Underwater noise was monitored mainly due to concerns for disturbance of 

behaviour and masking effects on harbour porpoise in a Natura 2000 area. Also, 

the presence of harbour porpoises was documented by using acoustic devices.  

 

The underwater noise monitoring results show that  

> underwater noise generated by the pipelay vessels and their support vessels 

was comparable in level and frequency to that from commercial cargo ships in 

the area. 

> Underwater noise from rock placement was slightly lower than that from the 

pipelay vessels and with comparable frequency spectrum. 

> Harbour porpoises were detected both before and after pipelay. Overall, the 

recorded occurrence of harbour porpoises in the study area was relatively low. 

 



 
Press Release: Impacts of Nord Stream 2 Construction in Swedish Waters were Minor,  

Local and Short-term 

2 

> The integrity of the Natura 2000 site was not compromised by the construction 

of the pipeline. The pipelay for Nord Stream 2 was also faster than during 

construction of the Nord Stream Pipelines, thus the time spent inside the 

Natura 2000 area was shorter than that assumed in the impact assessment.  

> The measurements obtained provide valuable new knowledge about the 

underwater noise from construction and other large vessels, but also on the 

general acoustic soundscape of the central Baltic Sea. 

 

Turbidity* measurements were performed to verify that no detrimental 

sediment concentrations, resulting from the trenching activities (lowering the 

pipeline with a plough, would reach sensitive shallow banks within the Natura 

2000 area of Hoburgs bank and Midsjöbankarna.  

 

The monitoring of turbidity during trenching works showed that  

> no sediment plumes with concentrations above the threshold value agreed 

with the authorities (15 mg/l) reached the shallow banks. 

> The highest value measured directly behind the plough was 24,7 mg/l, hence 

making it extremely unlikely that high sediment concentrations were able to 

reach the sensitive areas more than 5 kilometres away.   

> The impacts were assessed to be local and of low intensity, and thus 

considered insignificant with respect to the protected areas.  

 

Furthermore,  

> construction activities did not have any impact to five cultural heritage 

objects identified before pipelay.  

> No accidents or incidents occurred during construction involving ship traffic, 

including fishing vessels. The impact on ship traffic was confirmed to be minor, 

local and short-term. 

 

Monitoring, data processing and reporting were conducted by independent 

Swedish and Danish expert organisations. The report has been submitted to and 

accepted by the relevant national authorities.  

 

The purpose of Nord Stream 2’s environmental monitoring is to verify the actual 

impacts of construction activities. It also confirms fulfilment of the national permit 

requirements and commitments made, and monitors the recovery of the 

environment after construction. By the end of 2020, the company will have 

invested over 100 million euros in environmental surveys, assessments, 

analyses, monitoring and conservation activities.  

 

See the Environmental and Social Monitoring in Swedish Waters 2019 report 

here.  

Read about Nord Stream 2’s environmental monitoring in the infographic here. 

 

⃰Turbidity is a measure of suspended sediments in the water column.  

 

https://www.nord-stream2.com/en/pdf/document/448/
https://www.nord-stream2.com/en/pdf/document/190/
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About Nord Stream 2 

Nord Stream 2 is a planned pipeline through the Baltic Sea, which will transport natural 

gas over some 1,230 km from the world’s largest gas reserves in Russia via the most 

efficient route to consumers in Western Europe. Nord Stream 2 will largely follow the 

route and technical concept of the successful Nord Stream Pipeline. The new pipeline 

will have the capacity to transport 55 billion cubic metres of gas per year, enough to 

supply 26 million European households. This secure supply of natural gas with its low 

CO2 emissions will also contribute to Europe’s objective to have a more climate-friendly 

energy mix with gas substituting for coal in power generation and providing back-up for 

intermittent renewable sources of energy such as wind and solar power.  

www.nord-stream2.com 

 

Media Contact: 

Nord Stream 2 AG 
+41 41 418 36 36  
press@nord-stream2.com  
 
Twitter: @NordStream2  
YouTube: Nord Stream 2 
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